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Report Shows State's Justice System Needs Reform
Posted: May 18, 2011 4:35 PM 

By Darren Cunningham

A new report says the state's criminal justice system needs "serious reform." The ACLU of Michigan says the system routinely convicts the innocent costing the state million of dollars in the process.
 
The ACLU profiled 13 men sent to prison for crimes they did not commit. The reason, they say, is Michigan's broken public defense system. Part of that includes unequal access to quality legal representation for the poor. 

One man in the book was accused of rape and robbery and spent 35 years in prison, but the ACLU says a fingerprint analysis revealed that the man was not the suspect. Among the thirteen men profiled, the ACLU says 

Michigan spent a total of 13 million dollars during the legal process and housing them in prison. The group says the fight for a fair and better funded system is nothing new. 

Stephanie Chang: "A few years ago we were actually really lucky that the legislature received a report that showed that Michigan is one of the worst in the country when it comes to public defense, and there's no time but now." 

The organization is now calling on the state to reform the criminal system, including providing training for public defense attorneys and administrative oversight. 
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