WRITEALETTER TO THE EDITOR!

Writing a letter to the editor of your local newspaper is a great way to send the message that

you care about fixing Michigan’s failing public defense system!

By writing a letter, you can add a perspective not addressed in a news article. You can reach

A few reminders:

o Keep letters short and to the point. Stick to one main point.

elected officials, who often monitor their local newspaper.

e Speak from the heart. Share your own personal story — how has this issue

impacted you, your family or your friends?

e Write legibly.

e Include your contact information. Newspapers need your full name, address,

and daytime phone number.

e Tell us! Notify the Campaign (info@michigancampaignforjustice.org /

(517) 372-3050) of the letter you’ve submitted, so we can see your great work!

Adrian Daily Telegram
editor@lenconnect.com

Alcona County Review
editor@alconareview.com

Allegan County News
bbrown@allegannews.com

Alpena News

130 Park Place

Alpena, MI 49707
smurch@thealpenanews.com

Ann Arbor News

340 E. Huron St.

P.O. Box 1147

Ann Arbor, MI 48106
letters@annarbornews.com

Antrim County News
edit@upnorthpub.com

Arenac County Independent
news@arenacindependent.com

Argus-Press Daily
argus@chartermi.net

Contacts for Michigan Newspapers

Battle Creek Enquirer
ssmith@battlecr.gannett.com

Bay City Times

311 Fifth St.

Bay City, MI 48708
forum@bc-times.com

Bay Mills News
newspaper@baymills.org

Berkely Mirror
kmartin@mn.homecomm.net




Berrien County Record
bcrnews@bcrnews.net

Birmingham Eccentric
gkowalski@hometownlife.com

Brooklyn Exponent
exponews@frontiernet.net

Cadillac Evening News
mseward@cadillachews.com

Canton Observer
kkuban@hometownlife.com

Cassopolis Vigilant/Argus
marcia.steffens@leaderpub.com

Cheboygan Daily Tribune
rich.adams@cheboygantribune.com

Clarkston Eccentric
ksmith@oe.homecomm.net

Clawson Mirror
kmartin@mn.homecomm.net

Crain's Detroit Business
cgoodaker@crain.com

Crawford County Avalanche
avalanche@i2k.net

Coldwater Daily Reporter
editor@thedailyreport.com

Dearborn Press and Guide
editor@pressandguide.com

Detroit Free Press

600 W. Fort

Detroit, MI 48226
letters@freepress.com

Detroit Metro Times

733 St. Antoine

Detroit, M1 48226
letters@metrotimes.com

Detroit News

615 W. Lafayette Blvd.
Detroit, MI 48226
letters@detnews.com

Dowagiac Daily News
john.eby@leaderpub.com

Dundee Independent
sean@dundee.net

Elk Rapids Town Meeting
edit@upnorthpub.com

Escanaba Daily Press
rrudden@dailypress.net

Farmington Observer
sienkins@hometownlife.com

Ferndale Mirror
kmartin@mn.homecomm.net

Flint Journal

200 East First Street
Flint, M1 48502
letters@flintjournal.com

Freemont Times Indicator
news@ncats.net

Garden City Observer
smason@hometownlife.com

Gaylord Herald Times
editor@gaylordheraldtimes.com

Gladwin County Record
editor@ejourney.com

Grand Haven Tribune
Ipainter@grandhaventribune.com

Grand Rapids Press

155 Michigan St. NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
pulse@grpress.com

Grand Traverse Herald
gleiva@gtherald.com

Greenville Daily News
dclark@staffordgroup.com

Grosse lle Camera
editor@ilecamera.com

Grosse Pointe News
jminnis@grossepointenews.com

Hillsdale Daily News
james.pruitt@hillsdale.net

Holland Sentinel

54 W. 8" st.

Holland, M1 49423
Jim.Hayden@hollandsentinel.com

Galesburg Horizon
frontdesk@countywidenewspaper.co

m

Houghton Daily Mining Gzte.
bsargent@mininggazette.com

Houghton Lake Resorter
resorter@voyager.net

Huron Daily Tribune
kniebel@hearstnp.com

losco County News-Herald
editor@iosconews.com

Iron County Reporter
marian@ironcountyreporter.com

Iron Mountain Daily News
news@ironmountaindailynews.com

Ironwood Daily Globe
globenews@chartermi.net

Jackson Citizen Patriot
214 S. Jackson St.
Jackson, M1 49201
editor@citpat.com

Kalamazoo County Wide
frontdesk@birchrivergroup.com

Kalamazoo Gazette

401 S. Burdick St.

Kalamazoo, MI 49007
rpierce@kalamazoogazette.com

Lake Orion Eccentric
ksmith@oe.homecomm.net




L'Anse Sentinel

sentinel@up.net

Lansing State Journal
120 E. Lenawee
Lansing, MI 48919
opinions@Isj.com

Lapeer County Press
editor@countypress.com

Leelanau Enterprise
editor@leelanaunews.com

Livingston Daily
mstuart@ht.homecomm.net

Livonia Observer
dvarga@hometownlife.com

Ludington Daily News
sbegnoche@ludingtondailynews.com

Macomb Daily

100 Macomb Daily Drive

Mt. Clemens, MI 48043
vanhulle@macombdaily.com

Marcellus News
editor@marcellusnews.com

Marlette Leader
msysop@hdtinfo.com

Marquette Mining Journal

249 W. Washington
Marquette, M| 49855
newsroom@miningjournal.net

Michigan Chronicle
479 Ledyard

Detroit, M| 48201
Chronicle4@aol.com

Midland Daily News
mdnletters@mdn.net

Milan News
editor@milannews.com

Milford Times
mtrecept@ht.comecomm.net

Monroe Evening News
tom@monroenews.com

Montmorency County Tribune
tcyoung@nemichigan.com

Mt. Pleasant Morning Sun
scoon@michigannewspapers.com

Munising News
munisingnews@jamadots.com

Muskegon Chronicle

981 Third St.

P.O. Box 59

Muskegon, Ml 49443
gcarlson@muskegonchronicle.com

New Baltimore Voice
donna@voicenews.com

Niles Daily Star
jan.griffey@leaderpub.com

Northville Record
daguilar@gannett.com

Novi News
cstone@ht.homecomm.net

Oakland Press

48 West Huron St.

Pontiac, M| 48342
neil.munro@oakpress.com

Oceana's Herald-Journal
editor@oceanaheraldjournal.com

Ontonagon Herald
editor@ontonagonherald.com

Oscoda Press
editorl@oscodapress.com

Oxford Eccentric
ksmith@oe.homecomm.net

Petoskey News-Review
kwint@petoskeynews.com

Plymouth Observer
bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Portland Times Herald
tdwalker@gannett.com

Presque Isle County Advance
Editor@piadvance.com

Redford Observer
dvarga@hometownlife.com

Richland Express
frontdesk@birchrivergroup.com

Rochester Eccentric
gwinkelman@hometownlife.com

Romeo Observer
news@romeoobserver.com

Royal Oak Daily Tribune
editor@dailytribune.com

Royal Oak Mirror
kmartin@mn.homecomm.net

Saginaw News

203 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, M| 48607
letters@thesaginawnews.com

Saint Ignace News
editor@stignacenews.com

Saline Reporter
editor@salinereporter.com

Saugatuck Commercial Recrd.
publisher@allegannews.com

Sault Ste. Marie Eve. News
editor@sooeveningnews

South Lyon Herald
sblack@ht.homecomm.net

Southfield Eccentric
wpeal@hometownlife.com

Southgate News Herald
editor@thenewsherald.com

St. Joseph Herald-Palladium
letters@heraldpalladium.com




Sturgis Journal
newsroom@sturgisjournal.com

Tecumseh Herald
editor@tecumsehherald.com

The Kalkaskian
edit@upnorthpub.com

Traverse City Record-Eagle
letters@record-eagle.com

Tri-County Times (Fenton)
news@tctimes.com

Troy Eccentric

sarmbruster@hometownlife.com

Troy Somserset Gazette

editor@troy-somersetgazette.com

Utica Source/Advisor
Joe.warner@advisorsource.com

Vassar Pioneer Times
vptimes@sbcglobal.net

Waterford Spinal Column
news@thescngroup.com

Watervliet Tri-City Record
news@etricityrecord.com

Wayland Penasee Globe
letterstotheeditor@advancenewspape

rs.com

West Bloomfield Eccentric
Iruehlen@hometownlife.com

Westland Observer
smason@hometownlife.com

White Lake Beacon
editor@whitelakebeacon.net

Ypsilanti Courier
editor@ypsilanticourier.com

Thank you for your commitment to justice!



How do | write a letter to the editor?

1.Which newspaper do you want to write a letter to?

a.ls there a specific article that you want to respond to? (To add

to a point, clarify something, disagree with something, etc.)

2.Pick one or two main points (see talking points).
3.Put these main points in your own words!! Share your own story.
4.Reference the article you are responding to.
5.Include your contact information at the bottom of the letter.
6.Either email the letter to the newspaper OR submit the letter

online!




Talking points — Letters to the Editor

June 2008

Pick one or two main points, and put them in your own words!

The NLADA report shows clearly that Michigan’s public defense system fails to
uphold the Constitutional rights of accused adults and children. The justice you
receive should not depend on the amount of money you have.

Our public defense system fails to keep our communities safe. When innocent
people are locked up, the real perpetrators are free. We need to fix the system to
prevent future injustices.

Inefficiency runs rampant throughout our public defense system. My tax dollars
should be spent effectively and this failing system needs to be changed.

Legislators took a good first step by commissioning this study. Now they know this
is a huge problem and they must take the next step — working with state experts to
fix our failing public defense system.






