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Resolution

The Hispanic Bar Association of Michigan (“HBAM”) acknowledges that Michigan’s contemporary system of jurisprudence is founded in part upon the presumption that States have responsibility for providing counsel to indigent persons in any criminal litigation that may result in a loss of liberty.
In recent years, the State of Michigan has sought to fulfill this responsibility by passing the duty to provide counsel to Michigan’s several counties.  The State has failed to issue adequate funding, or fiscal or administrative oversight, as needed by the counties in order to accomplish the goal.  The State’s inadequate system has resulted in many inequities and deficiencies where fairness and the Interests of Justice are concerned.  These include: inadequate representation, wrongful convictions, improper sentencing, jeopardized public safety and mismanagement of taxpayer dollars.  In sum, Michigan’s trial-level public defense delivery system currently fails to meet the standards that our Great State deserves.
The HBAM hereby resolves that Michigan’s failing public defense delivery system must be reformed in order to better provide fair and equal justice to indigent, criminal defendants without waste of public funds and assets, and the HBAM recommends the Eleven Principles of a Public Defense Delivery System as adopted by the Michigan Public Defense Taskforce in 2002, and by the State Bar of Michigan’s Representative Assembly in 2002, as a model for making the necessary reform.
IT IS SO RESOLVED,
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President of the Hispanic Bar Association




on behalf of its Board of Directors and Officers

